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THER RAS Diſtenters from: the Wt 3 
7 England are frequently charged with ſchiſm 
and their ſeparation is xepreſented as unreaſonable, * 
_ they are accounted an obſtinate and contentious * + ]Þ 
eeople; it may be proper to give ſome reaſons wh = 
bey depart from the Eſtabliſhed church; by "ny _ 
* — 25 appear that their ſeparation does not ariſe 
rom a ſpirit of ſingularity and contention, but is 
ereeally a matter of conſcience with them; and that 
they have that to ſay for themſelves, which will ſuf- 
cciently juſtify them, and remove the calumnies 
8 kat are caſt upon chem; 20 our r reaſons are as fare 


Y 1 We diſlike 12 church of 1 becauls * 
its Conſtitution, which is human, and not divine; it 8 
5 bes the church of England. as by law Hs - 1 

ot by the law of God, but by the law of man: it x il 
"= ' ſaid to be the beſt conſtituted churchin the je T . 
but we like it never the better for its. being confti- —_ 
ned FA men 7 8 church e ought to be co - 
| 42. Ou _—_— 
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8 thoſe were we read of in the 4s of the king, thy 


and not eſtabliſhed by as of parliament; as] it was ef 
the articles, worſhip, and diſcipline of the church off of convo 
England be; a parliament, ry church we do not un- is to be 
dertand ;; Chriſt's kingdc n or church is not of this] building 


world; it is not eſtabliſhed on worldly maxims, notion o 


nor ſupported by worldly power and policy, - fioners a. 


| n - ICRURTRES 
II. We are not ſatisfied that the church of Eng- ſome the 
land is a true church of Chriſt, becauſe of the forns 
and orderof it, which is national; whereas it ought] III. V 
to be congregational, as the firſt chriſtian churches|church © 
were; we read of the church ot Jeruſalem, and off and bad 


the churches in Judea beſides, ſo that there were|land arc 


feveral churches in one nation; and alſo of theſ birth, th, 
churches of Macedonia, and likewiſe of Galatia, and|coming r 


of the ſeven churches of Aſia, which were in parti-|ceived a 
cular cities mentioned; yea of a church in an houſeſthey gro 


which could not be national; there were alſo the ſations; 


church at Curiurb, and another at Cenchrea, a fewſto conſiſ 


miles diſtant from it, and a ſea ; port of the Corim|article de 
thians. A church ef Chriſt is a congregation ofland ſuch 
men who are gathered out of the world by the grace churches 


bf God, and who ſeparate from it and meet toge - to be ſail 


ther in ſome one place to worſhip God; and tothis|brethren. 


. agrees the definition of a church in the 19th article inth, Ex 
of the church of England, and is this; The viſi- ef ſaints; 
s ble church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithfulſthe worlc 


- 


«© men:“ which is againſt herſelf ; for if a congre-|tnen ; ar 
gation, then not a nation; if a congregation, then with it. 


t muſt be gathered out from others; and if a con- 
Beegation, then it muſt meet in one place, or it IV. V 


_* cannot with any propriety be ſo called; as theſed in the 


8 — 
* * * 
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Church at Corinib is ſaid to do, 1 Cor. xi. 18, 20. corrupt, 
nd xiv. 23. but when and where did the church offand there 
Brians meet together in one place? and how is it which ou 


the viſible church of Chriſt? where and when was it for the vi 


© ever ſeen in a body toge 
4 | * ö 


ther? is it to be ſeen in theſruns, is a 
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ff theſ king, the head of it? or in the parliament by whom 


it was eſtabliſhed ? or in the upper and lower houſes 
of convocation, its repreſentatives ? To ſay that it 
t un · is to be ſeen in every pariſh, is either to make a 
f this] building of ſtone the church, which is the ſtupid 
xims, notion of the vulgar people; or to make the pariſh- 
-. Jioners a church; and then there muſt be as man 
[churches of England as there are pariſhes, and ſo 
Eng-: ſome thouſands, and not one only, . 
e forns CE 
05 III. We object to the matter or materials of the 
irchesſ church of England, which are the whole nation good 
nd off and bad; yea inaſmuch as all the natives of Exg- 
were| land are members of this church, and are fo by 
of theſ birth, they | 
2, andi coming members be all bad; ſince they are all con- 
parti-|ceived and born in fin, and great part of them as 
houſeſthey grow up are men of vicious lives and conver- 
ſo theſ ſations; whereas a viſible church of Chriſt ought 
a few|to conſiſt of faithful men, as the above mentioned 
Coriniſ article declares, that is, of true believers in Chriſt 


nt; as 


ch © 


* 


on ofland ſuch were the materials of the firſt chriſtian 


grace churches they were made up of ſuch as were called 


toge · to be ſaints, ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus and faithful 
tothis|brethren in him; as were the churches at Rome, Co- 
article inth, Epheſus and Colaſſe: theſe were churches of 
e viſi ef /aints ; but the church of England is a church of 


ithfullthe world, or conſiſts for the moſt part of worldly 
Ingre-|tnen ; and therefore we cannot hold communion 
, then with it, "862 1 

a con- 


or it! IV. We are diſſatisfied with the do#rine preach- 885 


as theſed in the church of England, which is generally very 


8, 20. corrupt, and not agreeable to the word of God; 


irch offand therefore cannot be a true church of Chriſt, 


is itſwhich ought to be the pillar and ground of truth, 5 
was itſfor the viſible church of Chriſt, as the 19th article 


in theſruns, is a congregation of faithful men in the which 


A 
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muſt in their original admiſſion or be- 
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ſuch as eternal election in Chriſt, particular redemp- 
tion by him, juſtification by his imputed righteouſ- 


divine grace in converſion, the perſeverance of the 
faints, ahd the like ; but theſe doctrines are ſcarce 


and the neceſſity of faith in him, and falvation by 


of England are agreeable to t 


hep are ſe 
ſubſcribed to by all in publick office? and even theſe 


ticles relating to the two covenants of grace an 
doption, effectual vocation, ſanctification, faith, re- 
pentance, and the final N of the ſaints; 


vernment and diſcipline, the communion of the 


pure word of God is preached ; of which pure 
word,the doctrines of grace are a conſiderable part 


neſs, pardon through his blood, atonement and ſa- 


< 


55 and not by the works of man, the efficacy o 


ever, or but ſeldom, and by a very few preached 


in the church of England: ſince two thouſand god-| ; 
ly and faithful miniſters were turned out at once, 


Arminianiſin has generally prevailed; and ſcarce any 
thing elſe then A minian tenets and mere morality 
are preached, and not Chriſt and him crucified, 


him ; wherefore we are obliged to depart from ſuch 
2 communion, and ſeek. out elſewhere for food for 
our ſouls. And though the 39 articles of the church 
x word of God, a few 

only 4 8 0 yet of What avail are they, ſince 
dom or ever preached, though ſworn and 


are very defective in many things: There are no ar- 
works ; to Creation and providence; to the fall of 
man, the nature of ſin and puniſhment for it, to a- 


nor to the law of God, chriſtian liberty, church go- 


ſaints the reſurrection of the dead, and the laſt 
judgment. 3 1 


V. We diſſent from the church of England, be- 


Cauſe the ordinances of baptiſm and theLord's ſup- 


per are not duly adminiſtred in it, according to the 
word of God and ſo is not a regular church o. 
V an 


% 


tisfackion by his ſacrifice, and ſalvation alone by 
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Chriſt 1 


„ not be aſhamed to confeſs 


* 
BEN s 


6 7 ; 
Chriſt ; for as the above article ſays, © The viſible 


.* church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful 
men in the which—the ſacraments be duly mi- 


cc niſtred, according to Chriſt's own ordinance, in 
« all thoſe: things that of neceſſity are requiſite to 
© the ſame : but the ſaid ordinances are not duly 
adminiſtred in the Church of England, according to 
the appointment of Chriſt; there are ſome things 
which are of neceſſity requiſite to the fame, which 


are not done; and others which are not of neceſſity 


requiſite, which are e and with which we 
cannot comply. 

Fin, the ordinance of baptiſm is not adminiſtred 
in the ſaid: church, according to the rule of God's 
word: there are ſome things uſed in the adminiſtra- 


tion of it, which are of human invention, and not 


of Chriſt*s6rdination ; and other things abſolutely 


neceſſary" to it, which are omitted; and indeed tlie 


whole adminiſtration of it, has nothi in it agree» 
able to the inſtitution of Chriſt, unleſs it be the 


bare form of words made uſe of, 7 paptize thee in 


zbe name of the Father, &c. 


1. The fign of the croſs uſed in baptiſm i is en- 
tirely unſcriptural, an human invention, a rite and 


ceremony which the Papiſts are very fond of, and 
aſcribe much unto; and indeed the church of Eng- 


land makes a kind of ſacrament of i it, fince the mi- 


niſter when he does it ſays, that it is done . in to- 
<« ken that hereafter he (the perſon baptized) ſhall 
the faith of Chriſt 
6 crucified, and manfully to fight under his banner 


© againſt lin, the world, and the devil, and ta con- b 
« tinue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier unto his life's end: 
et this is ſuch an human addition to a divine or- 


dinance, as by no means to be admitted. 


2. The introduction of ſponſors and ſureties, or 2 


godfathers and godmothers, is without any founda- 
non from the word of God; it FA device of men 
FE f - aud 


” F 


1 
1 * 
8 


days of his life. 


4 g 


and no ways requiſite to the adminiſtration of the 


ordinance: befides, they are obliged to promiſe that 
for the child, which they cannot do for themſelves, 


nor any creature under heaven; as to renounce the 
devil and all his works, the vain. pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous deſires of the ſame; 
and the carnal deſires of the fleſn, ſo as not to follow 
or be led by them; and conſtantly believe God's 
holy word and obediently keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the ſame all che 


* 


3. The prayers before and after baptifm may 
well he objected to, ſuggeſting that remiſſion of ſins 


and regeneration are obtained this way; and that 


ſuch as are baptized are regenerated and undoubt- 


edly faved: in the prayer before baptiſm are theſe 


words; We call upon thee for this infant, that he 


+ © coming to the holy baptiſm, may receive remiſ- 
ſion of his ſins by ſpiritual regeneration ;” and 


when the ceremony is performed, the miniſter de- 


clares, that this child is regenerate, and grafted 


„ in the body of Chriſt's church; and in the 
prayer after it, he ſays; ©. We yield thee hearty 


« thanks, moſt merciful Father, that it hath plea- 


<« {ed thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy 


Spirit:“ and in the rubric are theſe words; © Ir 
< 1s certain by God's word, that children which are 
* baptized, dying before they commit actual fin, 
< are undoubtedly ſaved ;” yea in the catechiſm, 

_ the perſqn catechiſed is inſtructed to ſay, that in his 


baptiſm. he C was made a member of Chriſt, the 
4 child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 


* of heaven: which ſeems greatly to favour the 
popiſh notion, that the ſacraments confer grace ex 
opere operato, by the deed done, Theſe are things 

which give diſguſt to many diſſenters, that are for 
intant - baptiſm z by 


t fome of us have greater reaſons 


baptize 
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Han theſe 


an undue one: and not to tate notice 


miniſter, whereas it is expre | 
brate the bread, and did itim token of Rs bo- 


{ 9 » 


the church of England; ſor, 

4. The ſubjects to which it is adminiſtunc are not 
the proper ones, namely infants; we don't find in 
all the word of God, that infants were commanded 
to be baptized; or. that ever any were baptized by 
Jobn, the firſt adminiſtrator of that ordinance, nor 
by Chriſt, nor by his apoſtles, nor in any of the pri- 
mitive churches: the perſons we read of, that were 
baptized in thoſe: early times, were ſuch. as were 


ſenſible of ſin, had repentance for it, and had faith 


in Chriſt, or profeſſed to have it; all which cannot 
be ſaid of infants; nor can we ee, that any argu- 
ment in favour of infant · baptiſm can be drawn from 


Abraham's covenant, from circumciſion, from the 


againſt the adminiſtration of beptiſm id 


baptiſm of houſholds, or from any paſſage either in 


eo Old or New Teſtament. Moreover, 
MWe cannot look upon baptiſm as adminiſtred 
in the church of England, to be valid, or true chri- 
ſtian baptifm.;: becauſe not adminiſtred i in a right 
way, that is by immerſion, but either by e 
or pouring water, which the rubric allows of in caſe 
of weakneſs; nor do we underſtand, that ĩt is ever 
performed in any other way, at leaſt; very rarely; 


the mode of immerſion was always uſed by Jahn 
the bap tiſt, and by the apoſtles of Chriſt, anti by 


\ | the chillches of ; Chriſt: for many ages. / es 
in the admini- 


Secondly, There are many: things 
ſtration of the Lord's ſupper, which we think, we 
have reaſon to object untò, and which ſhew it to ba 
6f:ithe bread 
ready cut with a knife, and not broken by the 
{ly ſaid, that Chriſt: 


dy; nor of the time of adminiſtring it at noon which 


7 than a ſupper 85 


8 whereas 


—— a 


| whereas we have abundant reaſon: to behere; that 


makes it look more like a: dinner, or rather like | 
a breakfaſt, TT taken faſti 


— —— — ee. 


('10 ) 

whereas zo adminiſter it in the evening beſt agrees 
with its name, and the time of its firſt inſtitution 

and celebration; but not to inſiſt on theſe things. 
1. Kneeling at the receiving of it is made a ne · 
ceſſary requiſite to it, which: looks like an adoration 
of the elements, and ſeems to favour the doctrine 
of the real preſence 3. and: certain it is that it was 
brought in by pope Honorius, and that ſor the fake 
of tranſubſtantiation and the real preſence; his pre- 
deceſſor Imocent the IIId. had introduced; and tho? 
the:church of Englanddifavows any ſuch adoration 
of the elements, Px of: Chriſt's corporal fteſtncs 
in them; yet inaſmuch as it is notorious that this 
has been abuſed, and. ſtill is to idolatry, it ought ta 


be laid aſide; and the rather fitting ſhould be uſed 


ſince it is a table: geſture, and more ſuitable to a- 


teaſt, and was what was uſed by Chriſt and his a- 


les and by the primitive churches until tran- 
ubſtantiation dai or however ſince kneeling 
at moſt is but an indifferent rite,:it-oughtinotita be. 
impoſed as neceſſary, but: ſhould be left to the li- 
berty of perſons to uſe itroninoty h.. 
2. The ordinance is adminiſtred to all chat deſire 

it, whether qualified for. it or not, andeto many: Hon 
live vitious lives and converſations; yea the miniſter 


vrhen he intends to celehrate it, in the exhortation, 
which:in.the book of Common Prayer he is dirłct- fy 
2 uſe, ſays; ; unto rhich in God's behalf i bi. 


«;vou'all that are ber? preſent, and beſetch you for 
the Lord Jeſus Chraitfs ſake, that yelmill! not re- 
«*fuſe:tovcome thereto?! Whereas it cannot be 
thought, chat all preſent; every one in a public con- 
gregation, or in a pariſhꝭ are fit and proper com- 
municants, and there are many perſons deſcribed in 
the word of God we are not to cat withy Car. v. 
1. Tet the rubrie anjoins, & that every pariſhios» | 


4 ner ſhall com mu nicate, at the leaſt three times in 
In the [« ah dire 
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& ſons ſhould receive the holy communꝭ on at the 
time of their marriage, or at the firſt opportunity 
after it; thoꝰ none ſurely will ſay, that all mar- 
fried perſons are qualified for it. i e e 

3. This ſacred ordinance is moſt horridly proſti- 
tuted, and moſt dreadfully profaned by allowing 
and even obliging perſons, and theſe oftentimes ſome 
of the worſt of characters, to come and partake of 
it as a civil teſt, to qualify them for places of pro- 
fit and truſt ; whereas the deſign of this ordinance 
s to commemorate theſufferings and death of Chriſt 
and his love therein, to ſtrengthen the faith of 
chriſtians, and increaſe their love to Chriſt and one 
another, and to maintain communioa and fellow- 
ſhip with him and among themſelves. * 
4. This ordinance is ſometimes adminiſtred in a 


” | private houſe; which took its riſe from ſaying of 


private maſs, and to ſick perfons, to whom it ſeems 
to be given as a viazicum, or a proviſion for the 
foul in its way to heaven, and to two or three pers 
ſons only, and even in ſome caſes to a ſingle per- 
fon ; whereas it is a church-ordinance, and ought 
to be adminiſtred only in the church, and to the 
members of it. TA | e 
VI. As the church of England has neither the 
form nor matter of a true church, nor is the word 
of God purely preached, and the ordinances of the 
Goſpel duly” adminiſtred in it; ſo neither is it a 


truly organized church, it having ſuch eccleſiaſtical 


officers and offices in it, which are not to be found 


ſin the word of God; and which is another reaſon 


why we ſeparate from it. The ſeripture knows ho- 


thing of Archbiſhops and dioceſan biſhops, of arch- 
deacons and deans, of prebends, chantors, parſons, vi- 
cars, curates, c. The only two offices in a chriſtian 


church are biſhops and deacons; the one has the 


ire of the ſpiritual, the other of the tem n, 
05 MY 0 


. . 

df the church; the former is the ſame with paſtors) 
elders, and overſeers; and ſuch men ought to be 
of ſound principles, and exemplary lives and con- 
verſations; and moreover ought to be choſen by the 
people, nor ſnould any be impoſed upon them con- 
trary to their will; this is an hardſhip, and what we 
cannot ſubmit to; and it is a reaſon of our ſepara- 
tion, becauſe we are not allowed to chuſe our own 

. „ FE 


ViI. The church of England has for its bead a 


— 
— 


VII. 
temporal one, whereas the church of Chriſt has no 
other head but Chriſt himſelf. That our lawful and 
rightful ſovereignKingGeorge is head of the church 
of England, we deny not; he is ſo by act of parlia· 
ment, and as ſuch to be acknowledged; but then 


that church can never be the true church of Chriſt 


that has any other head but Chriſt; we therefore ara 


obliged to diſtinguiſh between the church of England 


and the church of Chriſt. A woman may be, and 
| bas been head of the church of England, but a wo- 
man may not be head of a church of Chriſt; ſinee 


ſhe is not allowed to ſpeak or teach there, or do any 


thing that ſhews authority over the man, 1 Cor. xiv. 
34, 35. 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 5 gs 


z 


VIII. The want of diſcipline in the church of 


England is another reaſon of our diſſent from it. In 
a regular and well - ordered church of Chriſt, care is 
taken that none be admitted into it, but ſuch as are 
judged truly gracious perſons, and of whom teſti- 
mony is given ot their becoming converſations; and 
when they are in it, they are watched over; that 
their walk is according to the laws and rules of 
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Chriſſ's houſe; ſuch as ſin, are rebuked either pri 
vately or publickly, as the nature of the offence is; 


in the na 
name, an 


diſorderly perſonsare cenſured and withdrawn from his reſurr. 
here ſus was at 
Une, 


profane men are put out of communion, and 
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ties after the firſt and ſecond admonition are re- 
jected : but no ſuch diſcipline as this is maintained 


in the church of England, She herſelf acknowledges 
a want of godly diſcipline, and wiſhes for a reſtora- 
tion of it, which is done every Lent ſeaſon, and yet 
no ſtep taken for the bringing of it in: what diſci- 
pline there is, is not exerciſed: by a miniſter of, a 
pariſh, and his own congregation, tho' the offender 


apparitors, and the ſentence of excommunication 
and the whole proceſs leading to it by lawyers, and 
not miniſters of the word. 


and ſtill are, abuſed to idolatry and ſuperſtition. 


Bowing to the eaſt was an 1dolatrous practice of the 


heathens, and is condemned in ſcripture as an abo- 


minable thing Exzeł. viii. 13, 16. Bowing to the 


altar is a relick of popery, uſed by way of adoration 


of the elements, and in favour and for the ſupport 
of tranſubſtantiation, and the real preſence; and 


therefore by no means to be uſed by thoſe that diſbe - 
lieve that doctrine; and muſt be a hardening of ſuch 
that have faith in it. Bowing, When the name of 
Jeſus is mentioned, is a piece of ſuperſtition and 
will-worſhip, and has no countenance from Phil. ii. 
10. The words ſhould be rendered in, and not at 
the name of Jeſus ; nor is it in the name Fefus, but 


er pri- 


nce is name, and not Jeſus, and a name given him after 
from 
here. 


tic 


in the name of Jeſus, and fo deſigns ſome other 


his reſurrection, and not before, as the name of ſe- 


ſus was at his birth; and beſides ſome are n 
vs | - 


8 


is of them, but in the biſhop's court indeed, yet by 
laymen; the admonition is by a ſet of men called 


IX. The: rites and ceremonies uſed in the church. 
of England are another reaſon of our ſeparation from 
it. Some of them are manifeſtly of pagan original; 
ſome ſavour of Judaiſm, and are no other than abo- 
liſhed Fewiſh rites revived; and moſt, if not all of 
them, are retained by the papiſts ; and have been,, 


X. The book of Common Prayer ſet forth as 2 


| Ta) 5 - 
bow in it, who have no knees in a literal fence to 
bow with, and thereforebowing of the knee cannot 
be meant in any ſuch ſenſe. And as for ſuck cere- 
monies which in their own nature are neither good 
nor bad, but indifferent, they ought to be left as 
ſuch, and not impoſed as neceſſary; the impoſition 
of things indifferent in divine ſervice as neceſſary, 
as if without which it could not be rightly per- 
formed, is a ſufficient reaſon why they ought not 
to be ſubmitted to: ſuch and ſuch particular gar- 
ments worn by perſons in ſacred office, conſidered 
as indifferent things, may be ufed or not uſed; but 
if the uſe of theſe is inſiſted on as being holy and 
neceſſary, and without which divine worſhip cannot 
rightly be performed, then they ought to be rejected 
as abominable. Nor can we like the ſurplice ever 
the better for being brought in by pope Adrian, 
A. D. 796. The croſs in baptiſm, and kneeling 
_ Lord's ſupper, have been taken notice of be- 
ore, © [7 PLUS OY AY 9 0 65301 LU OO 


rule and directory of divine worſhip and ſervice, we 
Have many things to object to. 
1. In as much as it preſcribes certain ſtinted fet 
forms of prayer, and dies- men up to the uſe of 
them: we don't find that the apoſtles of Chriſt, and 
the firſt churches, ' uſed any ſuch forms, nor chri- 
ſtians for many ages; and of whatever uſe it can be 
thought to be unto perſons of weak capacities, 
ſurely ſuch that have ſpiritual gifts, or the gift of 
preaching the Goſpel, can ſtand in no need of it, 
and who muſt have the gift of prayer; and to be 
bound to ſuch pre-compoled forms, as it agrees not 
with the promiſe of the ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tion, ſo not with the Gifterent caſes, circumſtances, 
and frames that chriſtians are ſometimes in; where- 
fore not to take notice of the defectiveneſs of theſe, 
_ e prayers, 
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3 (15) 
e to | prayers, and of the incoherence and obſcurity of 
n not fome of the petitions in them; the frequent-rau+ 
cere- | logics and repetitians, eſpecially in the litany, ſo 
good £antrary to Chriſt's precept.in Matt. vi. 7. are ſuf- 
{ras | ficient to give us a diſtaſte of ten. 
tion! 5 2 Tho“ we Are. nat againſt reading the: fcrips 
fary, dures in private and in publick, yet we cannot ap- 
per= [Prove of. the manner the liturgy directs unto; 
t not namely, the reading it by piece meals, by bits and 
gar- ſcraps, fo mangled and curtailed as the Goſpels 
lered and Epiſtles are: we ſee: not why any part of ſcrip- 
but ture ſhould be omitted; and the order of theſe be- 
and ſing an invention of a Pope of Row, and the fixing 
annot chem to matrins and even ſongs ſmelling ſo rank 
ected of popery, no ways ſerve to recommend them to 
- ever us: not to take notice of the great impropriety of 
irian, falling paſſages out of Iſaiab, Feremiab, cel, Ma- 
cling aal and the Ads of the apoſtles, by the name of 
of be- Epiſtles: hut eſpecially it gives us much uneaſineſa 
e ſee leſſons taſcen out of the Aporrypha, and ap- 


. pointed to be read as if of equal authority with the iſ F*. 
a4 a ſacred ſeriptunes :; nay not only out of the books F 8% 


he hiſtories of Tobit, Judith, Suſanna, Bel and the: 
ed fet nagun; and ſuck leſſons Out of them as contain 
1e of he moſt idle and fabulous ſtor ies. 
t, and, 3. The book of common prayer, enjoins the 
- chri- fading of the book of Pje/ms in the corrupt 
dan be fanſlation of the Vulgate Eatin, uſed by the pa- 
cities; fits .io whichithere, are great omiſſions and /fub- 
gift of [factions in fame places? as every where, the ti- 
*vf it, of the Hſalms are left out, and 4n: all: places 
| to be ſeſe words Higgaion and Selah, and the laſt verſe: 
zes not | AJ. Ixxii. and in others, there are; manifeſt ad- 
plica- | ons, as in Eſ. ii. 12. and iv. 8. and Xijj. 6. 
nces; d xxii. 1, 31. and xxxix. 12. and CXXXH., 4. 
f theſe ſrſes in E/. xiv. whereas nothing ſhaald be taken 
„ * from 


ce, 


— P 


From, nor added to os word of God; ſome ſen2 nen 

tences are abſurd and void of ſenſe as 27 IViii. 8. 3 
and Ixviii. 30, 31. and in others the ſenſe, as per- 6. I 
verted, or a contrary one given, as in E/. xvii 4. I flaſtica 
and xviii. 26. and xxx. 13. and cv. 28. and evi. orn 
30. and cvii. 40. and cxxv. 3. This tranſlation of | and pre 
the P/alms ſtands in the Engliſb liturgy; and is 1. \ 
uſed and read in the churches of Eland. Piſh ne 
4. It directs to the obſervation of ſeveral fats as it is 
1 and T feſtivals, which are no where enjoined in the and a w 
word of God, and for which it Provides collects, | to do; 

goſpels and epiltles to be read: the faſts are, Que levite, 
dragęſima or Lent in imitation of Chriſt's forty: days] tion of 
faſt in the wilderneſs, Ember weeks, Rogation days, Teſtam 
and all the Fridays in the year; in which men are] word, 
commanded to abſtain from meats, which God, | the fort 


has created to be received with thankſgiving; The 2. T 
Feſtivals, | beſides the principal ones, Chriſtmas| civil ac 
EZaſter and Whitſuntiae, are, the ſeveral ſaints days| but to t 
* chroughout the year, which are all of p _ in- 2 | 
& hs vention; and are either movable or fixed as theſ 22. 4 
popiſn feſtivals be; and being the relicks of po plac to 
pery makes us ſtill more Ls and diſſatisfied wit "Dam an 


7 them. Er to ene 261 under 
| ige Beſides tlie cormntionsl before bn houſe, 2 
| | the ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper KXXV. 8 
0 in the order for the viſitation of the ſick ſtands a xix. 41. 
5 form of abſolution, which runs thus ; * And bi tion of 
4 his (Chriſt's) authority committed to me, I ab worſhip 
« ſolve thee from-all:thy ſins, in the name of thq dead; ar 
10 Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſty] we muſt 

which is a mere popiſſi device; Chriſt having comply 

no ſuch power to his church, nor committed an land 


ſuch authority to any ſett of men in it; all tha call eve; 
the miniſters of Chriſt have power or authority 14 our dear 
do, is only miniſterially to declare and pronounceſ and hay: 
that ſuch who believe in Chriſt ſhall receive the re] towards 
miſſion of Janis; and that _ ſins: are dene * wan 

on » them 


* * Wh 


3 
Ol 
SA 

Et 


e fen2 chem, and that ſuch who believe not ſhall be 
viii. 8. | damned. 1 | N. N 


s per- 6. It appoints ſome things merely civil, as eccle- 


Ii. 4. Haſtical and appertaining to the miniſtry, and to be 
devi. | performed by eccleſiaſtical perſons and miniſters, 
ion of and provides offices for them, as, | | | 

nd is] x, Matrimony; which ſeems to favourthe po- 


I piſh notion of making a ſacrament of it; where- 


faſts | as it is a mere civil contract between a man 
in the and a woman, and in which a miniſter has nothin 


llects, | to do; nor do we ever read of any prieſt © F 


Qua- levite, that was ever concerned in the ſolemniza- 
days tion of it between other perſons, under the Old 
days, Teſtament, or of any apoſtle or miniſter of the 


n are word, under the New; not to ſay any thing of 


The the form of it, or of the ceremonies attending it. 


civil action, and belongs not to a gopel-miniſter 
days but to the relations of the deceaſed or other neigh- 


ſh in- bours, friends and acquaintance, Matt. viii. 21 
as the 22.. Ads viii. 2. nor is there any neceſſity for a 


F p eig to be conſecrated for ſuch a purpoſe, Abra. pt 
1 wich Ham and Sorgh were buried in à cave, Deborah ® 
I under an oak, Ze/pua in a field, Samuel in his 


ed in houſe, and Chriſtin a garden, Gen. xxiii. 9. ad 
2ppery xxxv. 8. Jeb. xiv. 30. 1 Sam. xxv. 1. J 


ads” 4 xix. 41, nor do the ſcriptures ever make men- 
nd by tion of any ſervice being read, or of any divine 
TLabſ worſhip being performed at the interment of the 
of thq dead; and was any thing of this kind neceſſary, yet 
hoſts] we muſt be obliged to object unto, nor could we 
3 leff comply with, the ſervice uſed by the church o 
any Digland on this occaſion; we cannot in conſcieng 
1 .thaf call every man and woman our dear brother, or 


and have not appeared to have had true rep@ntance 
he rel towards God or faith in Chriſt, have Been called; 


then 
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- 2. The burial of the dead; which is a mere 
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our dear fifter, as ſome who have lived vitious lives. 


giver er commit their bodiegto the ground in ſure and 
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mreevilings which are daily caſt upon us, from the 


} — f Enelani, as the pureſt church under heaven, but 
== Tetlects greatly on diſſenters, and particularly on 
ſuch whom he calls ela iert and repeats the 
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gertain hope of tb Feſurreion io eternal 
we know there will be a reſurrection to damnation 


as well as to eternal life nor can We give thanks b 
this na 


to God on account of many, that it bas pleaſed 
him to deliver them out of miſe. of this {in- 


ful world; nor join in the following petition, 


which ſeems to favour the popiſh notion of praying 
For the dead; Ze/eeching-—that wwe with. all thoſe that 

are departed in the true faith of thyaly name, may 
Save our perfect conſummation and Wiſt, both in body 
und ſoul, &c. 8 1 ">... -: 


wie cannot thinꝶł ſuch a church is a true church of 
Chriſt: that the Puritans were perſecuted by it in 
Qucen Elizabeth's time, and the Diſſenters in the 
reign of King Charles the ſecond, is not to be de- 
nied; and though this ſpirit does nat now prevail, 

_ this is owing to the mild and gentle government 
bot our gracious Sovereign King George, the head 
af this church, for which we have reaſon to be 


SF goes witneſs the Teſt and Corporation-acts, 


which many treeborn Engliſemen are deprived, of 


̃᷑ heir native rights, becauſe they eannot. conform to 
the church of England; beſides, the repraaches and 


Ipit and the preſs, as well as ing gonverſation, 
ſhew the ſame; and to remove all ſuch calumnies 
and reproaches, has been the inducement to draw 
up the above xe 
Have been chiefly occaſioned by a late letter on the 

duty of catechifing cbilgren ; in which the author 
is not content highly to commend the church of 
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life 3, fines 


| Xl. We cannat commune with the church of i 
UVBDauland, hecauſe it is ofga perſecuting ſpirit; and 


aſons for our diſſent; and which 
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fine 
_— errors, madneſſes and diſtractions; and moſt ma- 
ianks Þ liciouſly inſinußzes, that the people who now g by 
ealed Þ this name are tMctured with erroneous principles; 
nig for he ſays, Mey ſpread their errgrs in adjacent 
ition, countries, Which are not fully extinguiſhed to this 
aying | day; whereas they are a people that ſcarce agree 
z that | With us in ay thing; neither in their civil nor 
may] their :religiags. principles, nor even in baptiſm its * 
: bot 7 I ; for chey Were for the repetition of adult- ba 
ws, ſore caſes, which we are not, and a 8 

I ſprinkling in baptiſm, which we do not; the 1 
ch 1 ference between them and us, is much greater f 3 "M 
an bet ow roy papiſts and the church of Engltnd ; 
ch of | and is letter- writer would ink it very hard 
it in > ref in us, ſhould we rake up al mur 
a the | ders and maſſacres committed by Pædobaptiſes 
e de- | and that upon principle, believing that in ſo do- 
evail, ing, they did God good ſervice; I mean the Papiſts, 
ment | Who are all Pædobaptiſts; and vet this might be 
head | done with as much truth and ingenuity, as the for- 
to be | mer Rory is told: and . beſides, the diſturbances 
ar of in Germany were begun by 'Pagebaptifts; firſt bj 
acts, | the Papiſts before the reformation, and then by 
ed of Lutherans" alter, it, whom Luther endeavoured.” 7 
rin to bances MM h practices; and even thediſtur” > 
s and | bances' 2 were begun by Pedohaptiſt mi- 
a the niſtef th whom ſome called Anabaptiſts joĩned 4, | 
ation, and on v the whole ſcandal is laid. But what 
mnies | is all this tô us, who as much diſavow their prin- 
draw |- £iples and practices, as any people under the hea» 
vhichs| vens.; nor does our different way kan”. . 
on the hopriſio, * ways tend to the fan . 
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